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been built a century or more before by the Jesuits,
The present owner is one Restrepo, a Colombian,
who welcomed us with the open hospitality of those
parts.
Leito is a famous and historical hacienda men-
tioned (as Leytillo) in the old Guzman map. In
fact, it was here that the German scientist Guzman,
one of the great students of the Llanganatis area, is
said to have walked off the balcony in his sleep and
been killed.
That the reader may form a better picture of
Ecuador, I wish to point out that the Andes Moun-
tains, here divided into two main ranges running
north and south with lofty tablelands in between,
literally split the country into three parallel sec-
tions or divisions.
Starting from the Pacific Ocean on the west, one
first crosses the low-lying coastal zone or division
and the first of the two mountain ranges, to reach
the high tablelands, which lie at an altitude of from
7,000 to 9,000 feet or more, Although on the
Equator, these picturesque, fertile lands, enclosed
in a veritable corridor of peaks and volcanoes rising
skyward to a height of 23,000 feet, are in a climate
of perpetual springtime, and constitute the main
settled and civilised zone of Ecuador.
- To the east, across the second range of moun-
tains, of which the Llanganatis form a part,
isolating it from these civilised zones, lies the third
and largest division of the country at the head of